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Karimah Ashadu 

Crystalline 
 

This autumn, the Kestner Gesellschaft presents Crystalline, the first institutional solo 

exhibition of Karimah Ashadu in Germany. The British-Nigerian Artist and Filmmaker, born 

in London in 1985, lives and works between Hamburg and Lagos and is among the most 

internationally acclaimed voices in artists’ film of her generation: at the 60th International 

Art Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia in 2024, she was awarded the Silver Lion, and in 

2026 the University of the Arts London conferred an honorary doctorate on her. Since the 

early 2010s, she has developed a practice that homes in on Nigeria, probing notions of 

independence and value through individuals who work and live there: butchers, cowboys, 

miners, motorcycle-taxi drivers, and bodybuilders. Their lives are shaped within the country’s 

informal economies, where daily labor secures survival while carrying the dream of a self-

determined life. Film forms the core of her practice, alongside photography, sculpture and 

painting. At the center of the exhibition is the world premiere of the film WAVES (2026), on 

view in the domed hall of the Goseriedebad, a former bathhouse. The film is presented 

alongside eight new photographs and the sculpture Auric Field (2026) in an installation 

developed for the Kestner Gesellschaft. Like her films, the exhibition spaces are conceived in 

painterly terms; through the precise use of color and light, Ashadu’ s moving images become 

part of the architecture itself. 

 

The new film WAVES is devoted to the quotidian labor of an informal car wash in the Oniru 

district of Lagos, on a narrow strip of land recently reclaimed from the Atlantic Ocean. It 

follows a group of men as they lather and hose down vehicles, flitting between the car wash 

and the Atlantic until labor and ocean begin to interweave and mirror each other in concert. 

Layered over the images are the men’ s voices in Hausa, the lingua franca of northern 

Nigeria, recounting what brought them to Lagos. Eight almost life-size photographs portray 

protagonists from the film and people from the surrounding area, wearing knock-off designer 

fashion. The clothing becomes a form of self-fashioning: a means of asserting visibility, 

value, and proximity to an economy from which they remain excluded. The surfaces of the 

photographs are worked with saltwater, ink, pigment, and bleach. As the water evaporates, 

salt crystals grow across the portraits, bringing the Atlantic into the physical substance of the 

work. Bespoke steel frames emphasise the photographs’ status as objects, giving tangible 

weight and structure to images otherwise marked by fragility and change.  

 

The sculpture Auric Field is a found copper water tank whose weathered surface is painted 

by Ashadu’s impromptu line drawing of one of the film’s protagonists. The drawing connects 

the sculpture to the site of the car wash and inscribes the labor represented in WAVES 

directly onto the object’s surface. Removed from its utilitarian context and placed within the 

exhibition space, the object undergoes a shift in status and value.  

 

 

  



 

In the adjoining dark-blue exhibition hall, the film Cowboy (2022) portrays a man in Tarkwa 

Bay, off the coast of Lagos, who has devoted himself to caring for horses. The camera 

follows him on horseback to the shore as he speaks about his life, while a second screen 

opens onto the stormy Atlantic Ocean. Within the film, the figure of the cowboy becomes an 

emblem of freedom and autonomy. Cowboy sets this image against the realities of lived 

experience and presents the ocean as a space between promise and carnage. As in WAVES, 

Ashadu turns her lens toward the nuances of vulnerability within socially constructed, and 

thus performed masculinity, as well as the forces that shape it. 

 

Crystalline speaks to the creation of value: how it is formed and ascribed through natural 

processes, material transformation, and the informal labor economy. Together, the 

photographs and sculpture extend the artist’s filmic practice into physical space, entering 

into dialogue with the film’s visual, sonic and temporal registers, while remaining legible as 

independent works. Water becomes residue, while the labor captured in the film is translated 

into surface and form, taking on a material presence. 

 

 

  



 

Short Biography & Selected Exhibitions / CV 
 

Karimah Ashadu (b. 1985, London) is a British-born Nigerian Artist and Film Director living 

and working between Hamburg and Lagos. Her work has been shown internationally at 

institutions including MoMA PS1 and the Museum of Modern Art, New York; Camden Art 

Centre, South London Gallery and Tate Modern, London; Kunsthalle Bremen and the 

Secession, Vienna; and Hamburger Kunsthalle, Kunstverein in Hamburg, and the Centre d’Art 

Contemporain Genève. At the 60th International Art Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia 

(2024), she was awarded the Silver Lion for a Promising Young Artist. A solo exhibition at 

the Renaissance Society, Chicago, is forthcoming. Her first monograph, Tendered, was 

published by Mousse Publishing in 2025. Ashadu has received the Lichtwark-Förderpreis 

(2025), the Preis der Böttcherstraße in Bremen (2022), and the ars viva prize (2020), among 

other awards. In 2026, the University of the Arts London conferred an honorary doctorate on 

her. Her work is held in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the 

Collection d’art contemporain de la Ville de Genève; and the Federal Republic of Germany’s 

Collection of Contemporary Art. In 2020, Ashadu established her film production company, 

Golddust by Ashadu, specializing in artists’ films on Black culture and African discourses. 

 

Education 

 

2014–2016 De Ateliers, Amsterdam, NL 

2011 M.A. Chelsea College of Art and Design, London, UK 

2007 B. A. The University of Reading School of Arts, Berkshire, UK 

 

Solo Exhibitions (Selection) 

 

2026                                                                                                                                    

Crystalline, Kestner Gesellschaft, Hannover   

Tendered, The Renaissance Society, Chicago 

 

2025                                                                                                                          

Tendered, Camden Art Centre, London  

Machine Boys, Canal Projects, New York 

 

2021                                                                                                                           

Plateau, Secession, Wien 

Plateau, Produzentengalerie, Hamburg (in Zusammenarbeit mit Neue Kunst in Hamburg e.V.) 

 

2014                                                                                                                           

Goethe On Main project space, Goethe-Institute, Johannesburg 

  

  



 

Group Exhibitions (Selection) 

 

2025                                                                                                                            

18th Istanbul Biennal, Istanbul 

Shelf Life, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

The Gatherers, MoMA PS1, New York 

 

2024                                                                                                                                    

The Miraculous Arms, François Ghebaly, Los Angeles  

Stranieri Ovunque – Foreigners Everywhere, Venice Biennal  

Sous la terre, les dragons, Frac des Pays de la Loire, Carquefou 

 

2023                                                                                                                                    

Plateau - Who are we if not Nature, M. Bassy, Hamburg 

 

2022                                                                                                                                   

A Different Now is Close Enough to Exhale on you, Goodman Gallery, South Africa  

The Show is Over, South London Gallery (curated by Gabi Ngcobo in dialogue with Oscar 

Murillo)                                                                                                                          

Identity not proven Bundeskunsthalle Bonn, NEUES MUSEUM, Nürnberg, and Museum 

Gunzenhauser Chemnitz 

Penumbra, Fondazione in between Art Film, Complesso dell’ Ospedaletto, Venice 

Böttcherstraße Preis 2022, Kunsthalle Bremen 

 

2021                                                                                                                                    

Ausstellung des Rotary Contemporary Art Prize, Bonner Kunstverein 

Scratching the Surface, Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart, Berlin 

 

2020                                                                                                                                    

Taipei Biennale 2020, Shoreline movements, Taiwan 

ars viva 2020, Kunstverein in Hamburg 

 

2019                                                                                                                                   

ars viva 2020, Galerie für Zeitgenössische Kunst, Leipzig 

 

2018                                                                                                                                   

64th Robert Flaherty Seminar, Syracuse, New York 

Power Man, De Ateliers (Amsterdam Art Weekend) 

 

  



 

Awards   

 

2026 

Lichtwark – Förderpreis, Hamburg 

 

2025                                                                                                                                   

Film London Jarman Award, London Lichtwerkpreis (Shortlist) 

 

2024                                                                                                                                    

Silberner Löwe für eine vielversprechende junge Position in der Internationalen Ausstellung 

der 60. Biennale von Venedig 

 

2022                                                                                                                                    

Preis der Böttcherstraße, Bremen                                                                                   

 

2021                                                                                                                                   

Wi Di Mimba Wi: The AKB & SAVVY (Shortlist) 

Contemporary Commission Preis  

 

2020                                                                                                                                    

Contemporary art prize, Rotary Club Bonn, Novara, and Strasbourg 

 

2019                                                                                                                                   

ars viva prize, Kulturkreis der deutschen Wirtschaft, Berlin  

Foundation – Arco, Madrid 

     

Collections 

 

Art Institute of Chicago, USA   

Akeroyd Collection 

FRAC des pays de la Loire, Frankreich Kunsthalle Bremen, Germany 

Federal Collection of Contemporary Art, Germany  

Fondazione In Between Art Film, Italia 

The Museum of Modern Art, New York   

Fonds Municipal d’Art Contemporain de la Ville de Genève FRAC Corsica, France 

Kunsthalle Hamburg, Germany 

Centraal Museum, Utrecht, Netherlands 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Exhibition Program   
 
Sat, 29.8.2026, 11 am 

Artist Talk with Min Yoon & Manuela Ammer (Curator, mumok), welcome by Eva Birkenstock 

Speaking from the B Side 

Breakfast by Göing 

 

Sat, 5. & Sun, 6.9.2026, 12–7 pm 

29th Zinnober 2026 

Sat & Sun, 1 & 4 pm 

Guided tours with Berenike Arbeiter & Leonie Funke 

Sat, 2–4 pm 

Open Workshop 

 

Thu, 17.9.2026, 7 pm 

Lecture by Gürsoy Doğtaş (Creative Mediator, Manifesta 16 Ruhr) 

Retour à Hanovre 

 

Mon, 5.10.2026, 7 pm 

Comedy evening with Jilet Ayşe as part of the German-Turkish Cultural Days 

Can Arkadaş X Kestner Gesellschaft 

 

Thu, 8.10.2026, 7 pm 

Lecture by Michael Stoeber (Author and Curator) 

Discovering the World through Metaphors: G. W. Leibniz and Min Yoon 

 

Thu, 29.10.2026, 7 pm 

Lecture by Miriam Bettin (Director, Mönchehaus Museum) 

 

Fri, 30.10.2026, 5 pm 

Closing event of the German-Turkish Cultural Days 

Can Arkadaş X Broncos 

 

Fri, 13.11.2026, 6 pm 

Artist Talk with Karimah Ashadu 

 

Sun, 15.11.2026, from 12 pm 

Closing: Guided Tours & Workshops 

 

 

Tours 

 

Thursdays, 18 h 

Meet the Team – Exhibition Tours 

3.9.2026 with Alexander Wilmschen, Curator 

10.9.2026 with Leonie Funke, Curatorial Assistant 

17.9.2026 with Eva Birkenstock, Director and Curator 

24.9.2026 with Berenike Arbeiter, Curatorial Assistant 

1.10.2026 with Gabriele Sand, Art Educator 

8.10.2026 with Alexander Wilmschen, Curator 

15.10.2026 with Berenike Arbeiter, Curatorial Assistant 

22.10.2026 with Leonie Funke, Curatorial Assistant 

29.10.2026 with Leonie Funke, Curatorial Assistant 

5.11.2026 with Berenike Arbeiter, Curatorial Assistant 

12.11.2026 with Eva Birkenstock, Director and Curator 

 



 

Sundays, 4 pm 
Public Tours 
 
Off the Record 
 
Fri, 2.10.2026, 6 pm 
Catalogue Launch: Paloma Varga Weisz. Multiface 
 
 
Prices – Exhibition Program 
 
Accompanying Events 
5 Euro / reduced 3 Euro / members free 
 
Exhibition Tours 
Thursdays, 6 pm & Sundays, 4 pm 
3 Euro p. p. plus admission / free for members 
 
Private Tours 
By appointment and for groups of up to 25 people 
90 Euro (60 min) / 120 Euro (90 min) 
 
Prices subject to change. For current prices, please visit kestnergesellschaft.de  



 

Art Education Program for Kids and Families 

 

Sat, 29.8.2026, 11 am–1 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunst 

Art & Cookie Action 

for creative kids, ages 6 and up 

 

Sat, 5.9.2026, 11 am–12.30 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunst – Goes International 

Surprise-Surprise! 

Art for kids in English, ages 5–12 

 

Sat, 5.9.2026, 2–4 pm 

29th Zinnober 2026 

Open Workshop 

For everyone. All ages. No registration required. Free of charge. 

 

Sat, 12.9. & Sun, 13.9.2026, 11 am–1 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunstausflug on Hanover’s cultural boat “ZuKunst” 

Values, Water & Ahoy 

for curious kids, ages 6–12 

in cooperation with Makers-For-Humanity e. V. 

Please note: Saturday at Kestner Gesellschaft; Sunday on Hanover’s cultural boat 

 

Sun, 20.9.2026, 11 am–1 pm 

kestnerbanden am Weltkindertag 

Chronos, Kairos & the Mice – Building Figures for Creative Families 

for families with children ages 3 and up 

 

Fri, 25.9.2026, 2–5 pm 

Open Workshop 

Experiments with Foam, Salt & Water 

For everyone. All ages. No registration required. Free of charge. 

 

Sun, 4.10.2026, 11 am–12.30 pm 

kestnerbanden 

Na-Da-Um! Word & Letter Games 

for budding spellers, ages 3 and up 

 

Sat, 17.10. & Sun, 18.10.2026, 12–2 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunstausflug to the riding stables in the Eilenriede 

Gentle Cowboys? Tough Men? 

for cowboys and cowgirls, ages 6–12 

in cooperation with the riding stables in the Eilenriede 

Please note: Saturday at Kestner Gesellschaft; Sunday at the riding stables in the Eilenriede 

 

Fri, 23.10.2026, 2–5 pm 

Open Workshop 

Making Figures on the Theme of “Time” 

For everyone. All ages. No registration required. Free of charge. 

 

  



 

Sat, 24.10.2026, 11 am–12.30 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunst – Goes International 

Surprise-Surprise! 

Art for kids in English, ages 5–12 

 

Sun, 1.11.2026, 11 am–1 pm 

kestnerbanden 

Hüaaah – The Hobby-Horsing Workshop 

for hobby-horsing families, ages 3 and up 

 

Fri, 6.11. & Sat, 7.11.2026, 11 am–1.30 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunstausflug to the Südstadt Children’s and Youth Library 

Two Dads for Tango or the Forbidden Books 

for thoughtful kids, ages 6–12 

in cooperation with the Südstadt Children’s and Youth Library 

Please note: Friday at the Südstadt Children’s and Youth Library; Saturday at Kestner Gesellschaft 

 

Sat, 7.11.2026, 11 am–12.30 pm 

kestnerkids machen Kunst – Goes International 

Surprise-Surprise! 

Art for kids in English, ages 5–12 

 

Sun, 15.11.2026, 3–5 pm 

Closing: Open Workshop 

For everyone. All ages. No registration required. Free of charge. 

 

 

Prices – Education Program 

 

kestnerkids machen Kunstausflug 

14 Euro for children of members and siblings / 18 Euro for non-member children 

Registration and payment apply to both days 

Hannover aktiv Pass discount: 50% 

 

kestnerkids machen Kunst – Goes International 

3 Euro for children of members and siblings / 6 Euro for non-member children 

Hannover aktiv Pass discount: 50% 

 

kestnerbanden – Familienprogramm 

3 Euro for children of members and siblings / 6 Euro for non-member children 

5 Euro for adult members / 8 Euro for non-members 

Hannover aktiv Pass discount: 50% 

 

Open Workshop 

Free admission 

 

Children’s Birthday Party 

180 Euro (including exhibition tour, creative workshop and materials) 

 

Dialogic Tour for School Classes, Kindergartens, etc. 

50 Euro (60 min) / 65 Euro (90 min) 

  



 

Dialogic Tour & Workshop (including practical activities) 

85 Euro (120 min) / 100 Euro (150 min) / 120 Euro (180 min) 

All programmes: plus 1.50 Euro materials fee per person; 2 accompanying adults free of charge 

 

REGISTRATION & INFORMATION 

Katja Krause 

katja.krause@kestnergesellschaft.de 

T +49 511 70120-25 
 
 

Publication 
 
On the occasion of the exhibition, WAVES will be published in winter 2026, expanding on the 

moving-image work. Conceived as an artist’s book and designed by Studio Claus Due, the 

publication brings together research images, film stills, and a contribution by art historian Dr 

Chika Okeke-Agulu (Princeton University). The project is supported by the Stiftung 

Kunstfonds and the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM), the 

Kestner Gesellschaft, Hannover, and n.b.k., Berlin. 

 

Limited Edition 
 
The Kestner Gesellschaft is releasing an exclusive edition by Karimah Ashadu, which will be 

presented during the exhibition. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:katja.krause@kestnergesellschaft.de


 

List of Works 
 
Hall 3 
 
WAVES, 2026 

HD digital film, color with stereo sound, single channel 

29:30 min 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London 

 

Supa Strong, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel  

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Tints, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Atone, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Supreme, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Prada, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Utopia, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

  



 

Lax, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Double, 2026 

Inkjet print, worked with mixed media, framed in custom welded steel 

120 × 70 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Auric Field, 2026 

Copper, pigment powder, paint, epoxy resin 

37 × 27 cm, ø 24 cm 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

Hall 4 

 

Cowboy, 2022 

HD digital film, color with stereo sound, 2-channel 

10:40 min 

© Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Press Images with Credits: Installation views & Portrait 
 

 
Karimah Ashadu, photo: Aaron Leithauser 

 

 
Karimah Ashadu, WAVES (Still), 2026, © Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London 

 

 
Karimah Ashadu, WAVES (Still), 2026, © Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London 

 

 
Karimah Ashadu, Cowboy (Still), 2022, © Karimah Ashadu, courtesy the Artist, Sadie Coles HQ, London and 

Trautwein Herleth, Berlin 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Information & Press Contact 

 

Karimah Ashadu 

Crystalline 

29.8.–15.11.2026 

 

Opening 

Fri, 28.8.2026, 7 pm 

 

Press Preview 

Thu, 27.8.2026, 10.30 am 

 

Curated by Alexander Wilmschen, with Curatorial Assistance from Berenike Arbeiter 

Kestner Gesellschaft would like to thank Karimah Ashadu and her galleries Sadie Coles HQ, 

London, and Trautwein Herleth, Berlin, for their support. 

 

Press Images 

High-resolution press images are available for download. Additional image material is 

available upon request. 

 

Kestner Gesellschaft 

Goseriede 11 

30159 Hannover 

kestnergesellschaft.de 

 

Opening Hours 

Mon closed 

Tue–Sun, 11 am–6 pm 

Thu, 11 am–8 pm 

 

Opening Hours on Public Holidays 

Sat, 3.10.2026, German Unity Day, 11 am–6 pm 

Sat, 31.10.2026, Reformation Day, 11 am–6 pm 

 

Press Contact 

Olga Nevzorova (she/her) 

Head of Communications & Marketing 

Kestner Gesellschaft 

Goseriede 11 

30159 Hannover 

T +49 511 70120-16 

kommunikation@kestnergesellschaft.de 

  

mailto:kommunikation@kestnergesellschaft.de


 

Appendix: Press Coverage 
 

(GER) 

 

Süddeutsche Zeitung 

Zeitgenössisches in alten Münchner Vitrinen: Kunst für alle am Marienplatz 

27.10.2025 

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/muenchen/muenchen-ausstellung-public-art-vitrinen-karimah-

ashadu-li.3329187  

 

Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Die Stadt, der Stil und der Tod 

10.12.2024 

https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/kunst-und-architektur/kuenstlerin-des-jahres-

atelierbesuch-bei-karimah-ashadu-110156934.html  

 

(EN) 

 

Mousse  

Karimah Ashadu “Tendered” at Camden Art Centre, London 

12.12.2025 

https://www.moussemagazine.it/magazine/karimah-ashadu-camden-art-centre-london-

2025/  

 

New York Times 

She Sees Beauty in Black Men at Work. She Won’t Apologize for That. 

6.10.2025 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/06/arts/design/karimah-ashadu-camden-art-center.html  
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